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Domaine Jean-Louis Chave 

Ermitage 2012

Rhône, France 

Score: 94 - 95 

Tasted from its final three component tanks on the same day that the 

final blend was to be made: #1: Ripe cherry and dark berries on the 

nose and in the mouth. Fleshy, broad and smoky, finishing with strong 

cling. #2: Spice-accented cherry and cassis aromas, along with 

suggestions of cola and candied licorice. Sappy and seamless, displaying 

excellent back-end focus and lift. #3): Sexy, highly perfumed red fruit 

and floral pastille scents and flavors, with a peppery element adding 

urgency. Silky and fine-grained, showing excellent closing thrust and 

length. The ultimate wine should offer a suave blend of richness and 

vivacity, with textbook dark fruit, spice and floral Syrah character and 

the balance to age. - JR 




